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English 4W-11: Critical Reading and Writing 
Adaptation 

 
Instructor: Angelina Del Balzo 
Email: adelbalzo@ucla.edu 
Mailbox location: Humanities 149, English Department main office 
 
Class Time: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 2:00pm-3:50pm 
Class Location: Bunche 3170 
Office: Humanities A94 (Desk 21) 
Office Hours: Tuesdays 4:00pm-6:00pm and by appointment 
 
Course Description 
 
English 4W is an introduction to literary analysis and is designed to help you develop 
your critical reading and writing skills. By concentrating on the genre conventions of 
poetry, drama, and prose, we will work through specific strategies of close reading and 
devote analytical attention to the writing process. 
 
One way to approach the study of literature is as a series of conversations between texts, 
scholars, and readers. This course seeks to understand adaptation as a method of critical 
engagement. By looking at source texts with their adaptations, we will consider the 
different ways that literature can be its own critic. We will use adaptation to ask larger 
questions about literature, such as: What is the relationship between translation and 
adaptation? In what different ways do various genres interpret the same story? How do 
traditionally marginalized groups engage with a canonical text and to what effect? 
 
Required Texts 
 
Jane Austen, Pride and Prejudice (ISBN 978014139518) 
Jo Baker, Longbourn (ISBN 9780345806970) 
Aimé Césaire, A Tempest (ISBN 9781559362108) 
William Shakespeare, The Tempest (ISBN 9780140714852) 
Natasha Trethewey, Bellocq’s Ophelia (ISBN 9781555973599) 
 
All other readings will be posted on CCLE. Limited free printing is available at the 
LGBT Center and the Community Programs Office in the Student Activities Center. 
 
Course Requirements 
 
Participation: 15% 
Presentation (10 minutes): 15% 
Paper 1 (3 pages): 15% 
Paper 2 (4 pages): 20% 
Paper 3 (5 pages): 25% 
Adaptation: 10% 
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Policies 
 
Assignments: Papers are due via my email AND hard copy to my mailbox by 1:30pm 
on the day indicated on the syllabus, unless otherwise stated. Hard copies must include 
both the student’s name and my name on the front and be time-stamped by the front 
office. Late papers are docked a third of a letter grade for each day they are late (e.g. B+ 
to B). The English Department’s policy is that all work that is more than one week late 
automatically receives an “F.” In order to pass the class, students must complete all 
requirements. The assignments are as follows: 
 
Presentation (15%): Students will present a close-reading from the text assigned on the 
syllabus that day and lead the class discussion for ten minutes. The discussion must 
include at least two analytical questions. 
 
Paper 1 (15%): Paper 1 will be a three-page paper on one of the works from the poetry 
unit. 
 
Paper 2 (20%): Paper 2 will be a four-page paper on either William Shakespeare’s The 
Tempest or Aimé Césaire’s A Tempest. 
 
Paper 3 (25%): Paper 3 is a five-page paper on either Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice 
or Jo Baker’s Longbourn. In your analysis, you will engage with at least one secondary 
source, and your bibliography must cite an additional two secondary sources. 
 
Adaptation (10%): This is a creative assignment, where you will do your own adaptation 
of one of the texts. It can be in whatever format you choose, and will include a two-page 
reflection on the project. 
 
Attendance and Participation: Participation is 15% of your final grade, which means you 
are expected to regularly attend class, having done all the reading, and contribute to 
discussion. You must bring your readings to class in order to fully participate. If you 
do not bring the reading, you are not present. Just coming to class does not count as 
participation; you must contribute to the discussion. You are allowed two absences (no 
questions asked); any additional absences will affect your participation grade. If you are 
absent, it is your responsibility to get notes or a debriefing from a classmate. If I feel that 
students are not doing the required reading, I will institute pop quizzes that will 
contribute towards your participation grade. 
 
Communications: The best way to discuss your writing or course materials is to come to 
my office hours, which are Tuesdays from 4-6pm and by appointment. You can make 
an appointment to come to my office hours via the Excel spreadsheet on CCLE. Drop-ins 
are also welcome, but priority goes to those who have signed up online. As a policy, I 
will read and offer feedback on outlines or writing up to a paragraph, but I will not read 
full drafts. I will respond to emails within a day during the week, but I will not answer 
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email on the weekends. Also, I will not respond to emails sent the day before a major 
assignment is due or the day after assignments are returned. 
 
Learning Accommodations: If you wish to request an accommodation due to a suspected 
or documented disability, please contact the Office for Students with Disabilities as soon 
as possible. I cannot make any accommodations myself, and accommodations cannot be 
applied retroactively. 
 
Technology: Laptops and e-readers are not allowed in section, with the exception of OSD 
accommodations. Cell phones should be silenced and put away. 
 
Plagiarism: The UCLA plagiarism policy is in effect. Plagiarism is the use of ideas or 
words of another person without citation, either intentionally or not. This includes 
instances of academic dishonesty, like turning in papers originally written for another 
course. Plagiarism will not be tolerated under any circumstances, and I will report all 
suspected instances of plagiarism to the Dean of Students’ Office. More information on 
the university’s policy on academic integrity can be found here: 
http://www.studentgroups.ucla.edu/dos/students/integrity/ 
 
I reserve the right to amend these policies. 
 
Resources 
 
Gender Neutral Bathrooms: The nearest gender neutral bathrooms are in Bunche 8253. 
 
Counselling and Psychological Services (CAPS) (John Wooden Center West) – 
www.counseling.ucla.edu; walk-in services available 
CARE Counsellor Telephone: 310-825-0768 (Answered 24/7) 
Student Care Managers Mark Veldkamp (310-825-7291) and Karen Minero (310-825-
0628) are available to support and advocate for UCLA students who are survivors of 
sexual assault, intimate partner violence, or stalking. 
 
LGBT Campus Resource Center (Student Activities Center B36) – Telephone: 310-206-
3628; Email: lgbt@lgbt.ucla.edu; Hostile Climate Incidents: 
www.reportincidents.ucla.edu 
 
Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD) (Murphy Hall A255) – Telephone: 310-825-
1501; 310-206-6083 (telephone device for the deaf); Website: www.osd.ucla.edu 
 
Purdue Online Writing Lab (OWL) https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/ 
This is a great online resource for MLA formatting and citation. 
 
Writing Center (Hum A61) – Telephone: 310-206-1320; Email: wcenter@ucla.edu; 
Website: www.wp.ucla.edu 
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Campus Violence and Assault 
 
Title IX states that violence and harassment based on sex and gender are Civil Rights 
offenses subject to the same kinds of accountability and support applied to offenses 
against other protected categories such as race, religion, national origin, etc. If you or 
someone you know has been harassed or assaulted, you can find find appropriate 
resources here: 
Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS) – see above 
Sexual Harassment Prevention/Title IX Office – Kathleen Salvaty, Title IX Coordinator 
(310-206-3417) 
Rape Treatment Center-Santa Monica/UCLA Medical Center – Telephone: 310-319-
4000; Website: www.rapetreatmentcenter.org 
Campus Police – Telephone: 310-825-1491; Anonymous Reporting: 310-794-5824; For 
emergencies call 911 
 
Course Schedule 
 
Week1: Course Introduction, Poetry 
Tues. Jan. 5 

Course introduction; Basho, “An ancient pond;” Ezra Pound, “In the Station of 
the Metro” 

Thurs. Jan. 7 
William Shakespeare, sonnets 18, 20, 130; Claude McKay, “America;” Carol Ann 
Duffy, “Anne Hathaway” 

 
Week 2: Poetry 
Tues. Jan. 12 

Elizabeth Barrett Browning, Sonnets from the Portuguese [selections]; Jack 
Agüeros, Sonnets from the Puerto Rican [selections] 

Thurs. Jan. 14 
Homer, Odyssey [selections]; Anne Killigrew, “Penelope to Ulysses;” Dorothy 
Parker, “Penelope” 
 

Week 3: Poetry 
Tues. Jan. 19 

William Shakespeare, Hamlet [selections]; E.J. Bellocq, “Storyville Portraits;” 
Natasha Trethewey, Bellocq’s Ophelia 

Thurs. Jan. 21 
Natasha Trethewey, Bellocq’s Ophelia 
Paper 1 outline due in class 

 
Week 4: Drama 
Tues. Jan. 26 

William Shakespeare, The Tempest, Act I 
Paper 1 due at 1:30pm 
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Thurs. Jan. 28 

William Shakespeare, The Tempest, Act II 
 
Week 5: Drama 
Tues. Feb. 2 

William Shakespeare, The Tempest, Act III 
Thurs. Feb. 4 

William Shakespeare, The Tempest, Acts IV-V 
 
Week 6: Drama 
Tues. Feb. 9 
 Aimé Césaire, A Tempest, Acts I-II 
Thurs. Feb. 11 

Aimé Césaire, A Tempest, Act III 
Paper 2 outline due in class 

 
Week 7: Drama; Novel 
Tues. Feb. 16 
 Forbidden Planet (1956) 

Paper 2 due at 1:30pm 
Thurs. Feb. 18 

Jane Austen, Pride and Prejudice, Vol. 1 
 
Week 8: Novel 
Tues. Feb. 23 
 Jane Austen, Pride and Prejudice Vol. 2 
Thurs. Feb. 25 
 Jane Austen, Pride and Prejudice, Vol. 3; Victoria Chang, “Mr. Darcy” 
 
Week 9: Research; Novel 
Tues. Mar. 1 
 Research Day at Powell Library 
Thurs. Mar. 3 
 Jo Baker, Longbourn, Vol. 1 
 
Week 10: Novel 
Tues. Mar. 8 

Jo Baker, Longbourn, Vol. 2 
 Paper 3 outline due in class 
Thurs. Mar. 10 

Jo Baker, Longbourn, Vol. 3 
Adaptation due in class 
 

Week 11: Finals Week 
Thurs. March 17 
 Paper 3 due at 5pm 


