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English 4W, Section 7: Critical Reading and Writing 
“Lust in Action: Desire in Literature” 

 
Instructor: Angelina Del Balzo 
Email: adelbalzo@ucla.edu 
Class Time: Mondays & Wednesdays 12-1:50pm 
Class Location: Mathematical Sciences 7608 
Office: Humanities A94 (Desk 21) 
Office Hours: Mondays and Wednesdays 2-3pm, and by appointment 
 
Course Description 

As Tina Turner has asked, what’s love got to do with it? This course will be 
concerned with love’s carnal motivation: desire. From bawdy Renaissance sonnets to the 
modern postcolonial novel, we will consider how desire is depicted across chronologies, 
genres, and forms. What is the difference between high literature, erotica, and 
pornography (or is there one)? When is erotic desire appropriate, and when is it deviant? 
What other kinds of desires can be read across literature? 

English 4W is an introduction to literary analysis and is designed to help you 
develop your critical reading and writing skills. By concentrating on the conventions of 
the genres of poetry, drama, and prose, we will work through specific strategies of close 
reading, and devote analytical attention to the writing process.  
 
Required Texts 
Christopher Marlowe, Edward II (1594) ISBN 9780713666694 
Lynn Nottage, Intimate Apparel (2003) ISBN 9780822220091 
Arundhati Roy, The God of Small Things (1997) ISBN 9780812979657 
Mary Shelley, Frankenstein (1818) ISBN 9780393927931 
 
All other readings will be posted on CCLE. 
 
Course Requirements 
Participation: 10% 
Course Assignments: 15% 
Presentation: 15% 
Paper 1: 15% (2 pages) 
Paper 2: 20% (3-4 pages) 
Paper 3: 25% (4-5 pages) 
 
Policies 
Assignments: Papers are due via email by 11:30 am on the day indicated on the syllabus. 
Extensions will be granted if requested by 48 hours before the deadline. Late papers 
without extensions are docked a third of a letter grade for each day they are late (e.g. B+ 
to B). The English Department’s policy is that all work that is more than one week late 
automatically receives an “F.” In order to pass the class, students must complete all class 
requirements. 
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Attendance and Participation: Participation is 10% of your final grade, which means you 
are expected to regularly attend section, having done all the reading, and contribute to 
class discussion. You must bring your readings to class in order to fully participate. 
Participation is key because section is the time to engage thoughtfully with the text when 
the stakes are low. I am not looking for brilliant statements, but rather for an active 
attempt to grapple with the text, so share your ideas even if you think they might be 
“stupid”. With that, it is crucial to be respectful of your classmates, even if (especially if) 
you disagree with their statements. Just coming to class does not count as participation; 
you must complete all assignments and add to the discussion. If you are absent, it is your 
responsibility to get notes or a debriefing from a classmate. If I feel that students are not 
doing the required reading, I will institute pop quizzes that will contribute towards your 
participation grade. 
 
Communications: The best way to discuss your writing or course materials is to come to 
my office hours, which are Mondays and Wednesdays from 2-3pm and by appointment. 
You can make an appointment to come to my office hours via the Excel spreadsheet on 
CCLE. Drop-ins are also welcome, but priority goes to those who have signed up online. 
As a policy, I will read and offer feedback on outlines or writing up to a paragraph, but I 
will not read full drafts. You can also reach me via email. However, I will not respond to 
emails sent the day before a major assignment is due or the day after assignments are 
returned. 
 
Learning Accommodations: If you wish to request an accommodation due to a suspected 
or documented disability, please contact the Office for Students with Disabilities as soon 
as possible. I cannot make any accommodations myself, and accommodations cannot be 
applied retroactively. 
 
Technology: Laptops are not allowed in section, even for note-taking purposes, with the 
exception of OSD accommodations. Cell phones should be silenced and put away. It is 
critical to be fully engaged with your peers, away from these distractions. 
 
Plagiarism: The UCLA plagiarism policy is in effect: “Plagiarism includes, but is not 
limited to, the use of another’s words or ideas as if they were one’s own, including but 
not limited to representing, either with the intent to deceive or by the omission of the true 
source, part of an entire work produced by someone other than the student, obtained by 
purchase or otherwise, as the student’s original work or representing the identifiable but 
altered ideas, data, or writing of another person as if those ideas, data, or writing were the 
student’s original work.” This includes other instances of academic dishonesty, including 
using papers originally written for another course. Plagiarism will not be tolerated under 
any circumstances, and I will report all suspected instances of plagiarism to the Dean of 
Students’ Office. More information on the university’s policy on academic integrity can 
be found here: http://www.studentgroups.ucla.edu/dos/students/integrity/ 
 
Resources 
Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS) (John Wooden Center West) – 
www.counseling.ucla.edu; walk-in services available 
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CARE Counselor Telephone: 310-825-0768 (Answered 24/7) 
Student Care Managers Mark Veldkamp (310-825-7291) and Karen Minero (310-825-
0628) are available to support and advocate for UCLA students who are survivors of 
sexual assault, intimate partner violence, or stalking. 
 
Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD) (Murphy Hall A255) – Telephone: 310-825-
1501; 310-206-6083 (telephone device for the deaf); Website: www.osd.ucla.edu 
 
Writing Center (Hum A61) – Telephone: 310-206-1320; Email: wcenter@ucla.edu; 
Website: www.wp.ucla.edu 
 
Purdue Online Writing Lab (OWL) https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/ 
This is a great online resource for MLA formatting and citation. 
 
I reserve the right to amend these policies. 
 
Course Schedule 
Week1: Poetry 
October 6 – Course introduction; Close reading and poetry 

William Shakespeare, Sonnet 130; Langston Hughes, “Desire” 
October 8 – The sonnet 

Shakespeare, Sonnets 20, 129; Gwendolyn Brooks, “the sonnet-ballad”; Edna St. 
Vincent Millay, “I, Being Born a Woman and Distressed”; Rupert Brooke, 
“Libido” 

 
Week 2: Poetry 
October 13 – The heroic couplet; carpe diem poetry 

John Wilmot, Earl of Rochester, “The Imperfect Enjoyment”; Aphra Behn, “The 
Disappointment”; John Donne, “Elegy XIX To His Mistress Going to Bed” 

October 15 – Free verse 
Walt Whitman, “Twenty-Ninth Bather” from “Song of Myself”; Emily 
Dickinson, “Wild Nights! Wild Nights!”; Billy Collins, “Taking Off Emily 
Dickinson’s Clothes” 

 
Week 3: Poetry; Drama 
October 20 – Narrative poetry 

Christina Rossetti, “Goblin Market” 
October 22 – Early Modern drama 

Christopher Marlowe, Edward II, Acts I-II 
Paper 1 due 

 
Week 4: Drama 
October 27 

Edward II, Acts III-IV 
October 29 

Edward II, Act V 
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Week 5: Drama 
November 3 – Contemporary drama 

Lynn Nottage, Intimate Apparel 
November 5 

Intimate Apparel 
 
Week 6: Fiction 
November 10 – Erotica and pornography 

John Cleland, Memoirs of a Woman of Pleasure [selections]; E.L. James, Fifty 
Shades of Grey [selections] 

November 12 – Research introduction 
Paper 2 due 

 
Week 7: Fiction 
November 17 – Amatory fiction 

Eliza Haywood, Fantomina; or, Love in a Maze 
November 19 
 Fantomina 
 
Week 8: Fiction 
November 24 – The three-volume novel 

Mary Shelley, Frankenstein: The Modern Prometheus, Vol. 1 
November 26 

Frankenstein, Vol. 2 
 
Week 9: Fiction 
December 1 

Frankenstein, Vol. 3 
December 3 – The postcolonial novel 

Arundhati Roy, The God of Small Things, Ch. 1-7 
Paper 3 due 

 
Week 10: Fiction 
December 8 

The God of Small Things, Ch. 8-14 
December 10 

The God of Small Things, Ch. 15-21 


